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Be part of a healthy community! Bring your thoughts
and ideas on ways to reduce underage drinking to
“A Cry for Help,” a community forum presented

by Peninsula Area Team for Health.

Tuesday, November 29, 7 p.m.
The forum will feature a panel of community leaders: Esther Wood Lecture Room

John Bannister, owner of Merrill & Hinckley G St Acad
and a Blue Hill selectman €orge stevens Academy

Jody Douglass, Head of School, George Stevens Academy
Arnold Greenberg, Director, Liberty School
Mark Hurvitt, Superintendent, School Union 93 Special Section tor'he Weekly Packet and Castine Patriot
Scott Kane, Hancock County Sheriff's Deputy November 23, 2005

Moderator Ron Beard from the B Penobscot Bay Press
University of Maine Cooperative Extension B3 Community Information Services

According to surveys, almost 30 percent of teens on the Blue Hill Peninsula This special reprint section is sponsored by
report that they drink alcohol. Alcohol consumption by minors is a major Penobscot Bay Press as a service to the community.
factor in sexual assault, suicide, homicide and accidents. Limiting access is
part of an effective strategy to reduce the underage drinking problem. |

COobine at
] w.PENOBSCOTBAYPRESS com
Peninsula Area Team for Health A Cry for Help

P.O. Box 1418
Blue Hill, ME 04614
Telephone: 374-3257
E-mail: path@downeast.net

Community challenge to reduce underage drinking

By LINDA ROBINSON of choice for students in Han-of major community institutions underage drinking, including on the school’'s computers. A
JAFFE cock County—almost doublein ways that reduce access tsticker shock and server trainingphotography class is creating
COORDINATOR, the next category, cigarettesalcohol by teenagers. It wagprograms conducted on site atmages that will graphically
PENINSULA AREA (14.6 percent). developed and evaluated in area retailers to educate cusdepict the messages. Curricu-
TEAM FOR HEALTH Analysis of 2002 data indi- 15-community randomized trialtomers and staff members aboutum infusion workshops were
Peninsula Area Team forcates that of the 17 counties irby the Alcohol Epidemiology laws governing the sale of alco-conducted with the faculty, giv-
Health is a coalition of volun- Maine, Hancock ranked: Program at the University ofhol to minors. ing them information that can
teers representing families, « 12th in the lifetime use of Minnesota School of Public Currently PATH is working be incorporated into lesson
schools and community, dedi-alcohol, with 54.5 percent of Health. with Union 93 administrators to plans.

cated to preventing substancetudents indicating that they The intervention approachupdate all school policies The students will be sur-
abuse and violence and prohad consumed alcohol at soménvolves activating the citizenryregarding smoking and drinking veyed a second time, after the
moting healthy choices. time; of communities to achieveon school property. It is expect-marketing program efforts, to

Over the past decade, PATH -« sixth in the use of alcohol changes in local public policiesed that these policies will be measure adjustments. This
has focused on individual skill- over the past 30 days, with 31.3and changes in the practices akvised to allow PATH to install technique has proven effective
building to prevent substancepercent of students reportingmajor community institutions, signs at all schools, indicatingin combating misconceptions
abuse, with programs promot-that they had drunk alcohol insuch as law enforcement, licensthat no drinking or smoking is in @ number of situations. It is
ing family bonding, smoother the past month. ing departments, communityallowed—a major step for a our hope that distributing accu-
transition from middle school Equally significant, Hancock events, civic groups, churchesommunity. rate information will help stu-
to high school and conflict res-County scored as one of theand synagogues, schools andAn additional component of dents make informed and
olution skills. three lowest Maine counties inlocal mass media. PATH's efforts has been the healthy choices.

The current members of theseveral protective factors— The objective is to reduce thenclusion of a Social Norms Mar- ~ Organizing for social change
Board of Directors include things that keep kids awayflow of alcohol to youth from keting Program at Georgerequires the input and support

Ralph Chapman, president;from alcohol: illegal sales by retail establish-Stevens Academy. Social normsof all levels of community.
Sandy Phoenix, secretary; Jan e« social skills; ments, and from provision ofmarketing is predicated on thelnviting Blue Hill Peninsula
Carpenter, treasurer; Jill Eck- < belief in the moral order;  alcohol to youth by other adultsdea that perceptions are fre-residents to come together to
erdt, Steve Harris and Jim e family attachment. in the community. quently exaggerated and do nogdialogue with leaders will iden-

Schatz. PATH has a part-time The Office of Substance Effectively limiting the acces- truly reflect behavior—in this tify challenges, acknowledge
coordinator, Linda Jaffe, andAbuse has mandated asibility of alcohol to teens notinstance the perception beingthe work already being done,
an outreach consultant, Denisestatewide 10 percent decreasenly directly reduces teen drink-addressed is that “all kids drink.” and help PATH develop strate-
Black. Another part-time in underage drinking, to be evi-ing, but also communicates a he truth is that they don't. gies and programs to support
employee, Gordanna Hassettdenced by the results of the surelear social norm in the commu- Through survey and analysis,other community efforts. The
works with George Stevensvey to be administered in Feb-nity that underage drinking isstatements of fact regardingforum will give residents the
Academy on the Social Normsruary 2006. PATH is working inappropriate and unacceptabléehaviors are developed. Thes@pportunity to share informa-
Marketing Program. with our community to respond Changing the social and policy‘factoids” are distributed and tion and concerns.

The Maine Office of Sub- to this mandate by implement-environment in communities isdiscussed. To get the word out Healthy communities benefit
stance conducts a biannual suring a program called Commu-essential for long-term prevento students, GSA prepared agveryone and enhance the qual-
vey of middle and high school nities Mobilizing for Change in tion success. four-color poster that has beenity of life for all residents.
students. The 2004 MaineAlcohol. The core of the CMCA pro-distributed throughout the Working together the residents
Youth Drug and Alcohol Sur- CMCA is a community gram is community organizing.school. The Information Tech- of the Blue Hill Peninsula can
vey indicates that alcohol ranksorganizing effort designed toPATH initiated a number of nology classes are incorporatingProvide a safe, nurturing envi-
first (26.9 percent) as the drugchange policies and practiceefforts to raise awareness ofhe messages as screen savef@nment for our children.
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Make healthy decisions about alcohol use

By JODY DOUGLASS what you should write about; I that the longer you wait to start,brations or family gatherings. Recently GSA had a disci-

HEAD OF SCHOOL, don't drink.” Another suggest- the older you are when youProblem use of alcohol doespline situation involving ath-
GEORGE STEVENS ed we change the drinking agenake the decision about drink-exist in other cultures, too, butletes and drinking. Good stu-
ACADEMY to 18 and the driving age to 21ling, the better the chances willoften takes a different form. Indents made a poor choice and
As | walked through the cafe- because driving was where thebe that you will handle alcoholthe U.S., the drinking thatended up with suspensions for
teria at break one day recently real problems happened. responsibly. occurs among young people igdwo athletic contests in the post-
a senior boy stopped me. All day | asked students for When you are an adolescentlicit, hidden, and illegal; and season tournament. Along with

“Read this, Ms. Douglass,” their thoughts about drinking.you are meant to experience #r some the fact that it is pro-the resulting disappointment
he said, “and tell me why | One student talked about adverwide range of feelings andhibited makes it even moreand unhappiness comes an
can’'t put this on my yearbook tising: “Watch any TV show, explore them. Drinking will appealing. important learning opportunity.
page.” especially football games, andminimize that exploration. It Last year, Peninsula Arealncidents like this one highlight

Before me was a poem enti-watch the messages they arenay feel like having a drink Team for Health helped Georgehow personal choices can have
tled “Be Drunk” by Charles sending.” | agreed and suggestheightens the experience, buBtevens Academy fund a studyconsequences that impact the
Baudelaire: “It is time to be ed the ads were not pitchingthe reality is that it changesof alcohol use among our stu-whole community.
drunk! So as not to be the mar- your chemistry. You need todents as part of a Social Norms Our young people face all the
tyred slaves of time, be drunk, . . learn about yourself duringModel of Prevention. The theo-same challenges of young peo-
be continually drunk! On wine, I.’erceptlons of drink- these years a%d let your bogyy behind this program is thatple everywhere. They are
on poetry or on virtue as you ing and drug use are ;4 mind grow. Using alcohol perceptions of drinking and active, involved and busy. They
wish.” The message is not exaggerated and tend or drugs will change the experi-drug use are exaggerated andlso face the lure of drug and
about drinking, the student tg make us believe ence. | don't know any adultstend to make us believe thatalcohol use and they need the

challenged. It is about experi- that “ P who are glad they started drink- adults here—their parents, the
encing life. .a everyon.e. ing when they were in high Our young school, and the community—to
So, once again as a responsi- drinks or partici- school. 1 d t be clear and thoughtful. They
ble adult, | struggled to find a pates in other Our American culture P€OP’€...n€ed us o need us to tell them the truth
way to talk easily about the unhealthy behavior demands that we make a deci- tell them the truth and hold them responsible for
poem and its appropriateness *  sion about consuming alcohol. and hold them their behavior.
for a yearbook page. As we Many people drink, and social . . Our responsibility is to pay
talked, eight to 10 studentsalcohol to me. They laughed drinking czfn play a huge part in respon51ble.f0r their attention, to make good choices
gathered and | asked them hovout loud and agreed that theadult lives. It is important to behavior. ourselves, and to be honest
we could make better sense oklcohol ads were being pitchedacknowledge these elements _ — about the difficulty we confront
the issues surrounding underto young people—not 50-year-when talking with young peo- €Veryone” drinks or partici- in making our own healthy
age drinking. olds! ple—and to say that drinking isPates in other unhealthy behavgecisions every day. The fact
“I don't drink much,” said  “The drugs they pitch to your not necessarily bad. ior. Collecting and presentingthat we are discussing these
one student. “I don't really like age group are sleeping pills and People in other culturesdat@ of actual use can correcfssues community-wide lets our
to be drunk.” Viagra,” said one boy. approach the use of alcohol diffhese perceptions and help stugoung people know that we

Another nearly shouted: Finally one student said, “We ferently. There is no age atdents make better decisions. Weare about them and about the
“Give us something to do! It is know you will just write that which buying and consuminginténd to continue this programchoices they make. There are
pretty pathetic if we have todrinking is bad.” alcohol becomes legal. Chil-SO that_ we have year-to-yeamo easy answers to this age-old
hang out in a parking lot for No, | give them same mes-dren grow up in settings wherecomparisons and can talk honissue, but working together we
fun.” sage every time. Drinking is a glass of alcohol for young and®Stly about our school commu-can make a difference.

Another said, “I don't know not bad, but | know for sure old is a part of most large celeNty-

Why are we surprised so many young people drink?

By ARNOLD GREENBERG ping, junk food and gas guz-engaged lives—that is, they lisindependence, a feeling thathat too many times leads to

DIRECTOR, LIBERTY zling cars are rampant. ten to music rather than play itone’s individuality is respectedtragedy—25 percent of 15- to
SCHOOL ~ The culture our young peopleMore people watch sports tharand valued. Bonding is a sens@0-year-old drivers killed in
Undera_ge drinking is a majorexperience every day gives douplay sports. of belonging, of feeling part of adriving accidents had been
concern in most communities.ple messages. We say “donf family, a group or community. drinking. Underage drinking,
Alcohol is the number one drugdrink or do drugs,” but they see The culture our Meaning is a sense of purdike other addictions, will con-

problem in the country and kills drinking and smoking all young people pose—a feeling that one’s life istinue to be a problem unless sat-

more young people than mari-around them and usually in serving some greater goodisfying alternatives are found.

juana, cocaine, heroin and everyattractive” ways. Rarely is P clicc€ EVEry day

Thoreau said, “The mass of merunless communities are willing

other illegal drug combined. there not a movie where as soon ~ 81VE€S double live lives of quiet desperation.”to invest time and money in
More youth drink alcohol than as a person comes into a room, messages. If it is true that many people areproviding alternatives to drink-
use tobacco. More than 90 perhe or she pours a drink. Youth not fulfiled by how they are ing—such as a wide variety of
see slick executives’ offices It's hard to pinpoint why this living, then it follows, that some educational, social and recre-

Alcohol is the with bars. They see cool guyss, but | think a lot of it is relat- form of escape from that pain isational programs for evenings
number one drug come into an apartment and ged to education. For most peoinevitable. Often alcohol or and weekends where the young
roblem in the to the refrigerator and_take out ale, SC_h00| was and still issome other_ drug is used tgoeople feel part of the creating

P beer. They see their favoritesomething to be endured. Moshumb the pain. of these programs—nothing
country. actors and actresses with cigedf what is presented to students There is no question thatwill change. The cost of not

- - rettes dangling from their lips.in the name of education isunderage drinking is anproviding these programs is
cent of high school seniors haveyoung people are influenced byrrelevant and does not inspireextremely disturbing problem much more expensive.
reported that alcohol is “verywhat people do, not what theypassion to pursue one’s interest.

easy to get.” High school stu-say. Why are we so surprisedome people do find what they "
dents who use alcohol and othethat so many young peopldove, but sadly, the majority doThe pOte ntlal for
substances are five times morgrink? not.

likely to drop out or believe that  Addictions are usually symp- A profound book I read traglc headllnes

earning good grades is notoms of other problems. Borefecently, In Search of Human

important. _ dom is an epidemic. Many peoNatureby Mary Clarke, empha- gy \ARK HURVITT graduation night come and go

According to a study in 2003,ple are not satisfied by theirsized the point that there are g pERINTENDENT OF without a tragic headline about
44 percent of young people who SCHOOLS, UNION 93 drinking and driving in the next
drink were described as non- Underage drinking is a prob-morning’s newspaper. Yet, with

drinkers by their parents, and 27 yy1a55 communities are willing to invest  lem nationally and it's a prob- underage drinking and driving,

percent of students who . . . 1 . lem in Maine. H hen | any day or night could turn into
- - otime and money in providing alternativ em in Maine. However, when | any day g
described themselves as binge yinp g alternatives to think of the Blue Hill Peninsula, a tragic headiine.

drinkers were described by their drinking, nothing will change. to me underage drinking really | think it is timely that PATH
pa_lfﬁnts afS r;on-drlnkttars. o means drinking and driving is highlighting this issue, and |
because the most. s?gr?i)frif;ﬁ"bs’ feel their lives are emptycertain “propensities” all people SiNCe €ach town is so spread outope that this effort will help to
fror s that we [ve ddict.Of meaning, and tend to fill thatneed. They are: autonomy @nd since so many high schooturtail, and ultimately elimi-
eazjcslc?cie? V,x\%c;i\::?iégs??oadrirﬁ-vc)id with anything that will honding, and meaning. Autono-Students have access to cars.nate, underage drinking on the
in smol)</i.n ambling. shop.Make them feel better. Manymy is a sense of freedom, ofdWays am relieved when NewBlue Hill peninsula.

9 99 9. SNOP"heople live passive rather than Year's Eve, prom night, and
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Teenage drinking—whose problem is it anyway?

purchase these items? Are yopossession, they were told ifif we think underage drinking tolerance solution they end up
By JOHN BANNISTER really that shocked that youthey identified the store whereis a bad thing and if we should driving many of the parents
OWNER, MERRILL & were asked for ID that youthey bought the alcohol their all band together to stop it. We into the “school has no busi-
HINCKLEY and have to run up one side andpossession charges would bedon't send consistent signalsness worrying about non-
BLUE HILL SELECTMAN down the other of any clerkdropped. that teenage drinking is bad.  school activities” camp. This of
Several weeks ago | wasgoing his or her job the way it Let me see...if | point my How many schools have course sends the message to
asked to write an article onjs mandated by law? Do youfinger at any business that sellscome up with policies on alco- kids that the whole alcohol
teenage drinking from the per-ink the purpose of asking foralcohol, | get off scot-free? hol and drugs based on the zerdssue must be overblown
spective of a businessman, §p js to inconvenience you—or That's a no-brainer. tolerance principle? Most of because their parents are help-
community leader and a parentis it perhaps, part of a larger If the business denies sellingthem, | think. The problem is ing to attack the school policies
Many thoughts went throughpian to reduce teenage drinkto the minor and it is the store’sthat in their attempt to pursue aregarding alcohol. In  this

my mind as | deliberated overjnq, word against that of the under-solution to underage drinking instance if the punishment was-
what to write. Political correct- Lo\ can we ever hope to n't so extreme and distasteful
ness dictates that | not speak il taj| teenage drinking if we to the parents then they could
of any one or any group of peo¢an't even pull together when it ) become part of the solution
ple. Yet over the years it has;gmes to jumping through the If we are serious about no alcohol for rather than part of the problem.

become painfully obvious thatuhgops” designed to curtail teenagers, how about a law for minors: “You Community service or extra

many uninformed  people g5ies to minors? 1 s e 13 : : hool k t th
: ose your driver’s license until you are 25 if ~ School work (reports on the

choose to blame the merchants p;q you know that a clerk yt ht buvi t yt' tob dangers of alcohol!) are just

who sell alcohol for our epi- ¢4 pe fined $500 for selling to YOU &€t caugit buying or attemptng to buy, 4 solutions that immediately

demic of teenage drinking. 3 minor? Did you know a clerk or possessing alcohol.” come to mind. All parents

As one of those merchants lan pe fined $500 for being could support that even if it
wish to categorically state thafiogled by a forged ID? That's turned out their child was just
is not the case. right, the clerk is expected to an unfortunate victim of bad

determine if the ID is real or aahge drinl;](?r,I thf$ cc(JjurtsAs]ide Wil'lfhthe_y actually end up Weakeningtiming (showing up at a gather-
) “professional/from the Inter- ;[NE ywout Idutho el? oer. ter all their support group (the Par-ing right before or after some-
Many uninformed net forgery. y would they e ents). For example, take &pne else showed up with alco-

o : I'm sure the majority of the school policy that sa t
The state, in its infinite wis- policy ys any StUtg|). We could chalk that up to
blpeoptlli choose}eltot alcohol consumed by teenagergent athlete that is caught in ) P
ame the merchants

dom, has determined that th(—:-IS purchased legally by some ;
clerk doing the selling and the attendance, or is reported to
who sell alcohol for pysiness owner who one of proper age. Teenagerfave been in attendance, at any Parents, more than
our epidemic of hired that clerk are t location where alcohol was con-, 3y gne else, have the
teenage drinking. blame for our alcoho sumed by anybody is guily of reatest impact on
g 8 problems. Is there ar breaking the student athletic 8r€ates pact o
wonder that most clerk code. The punishmentisusually ~ the actions of

are reluctant to comple banishment from the team. This children.
Those of us who have flowna sale of cigs or alcoh t_ends to come up around playoff
time.

on an airline in the last threewithout proper ID anc
years have had to comply withsupporting ID even i
new stringent rules and regulayou look 40 to some pec
tions regarding air travel. Weple? Further, in additio
have had nail clippers confis-to fining the clerk whc
cated and been asked to remov&ells to someone with
our shoes (how about that jobphony ID, the state fine
for inspection. Yet most of usthe store a matching
have submitted to the extremehigher fine because it’

Now imagine your child is a

senior and this is his or her Onlycharacter building. When you
chance to compete for a stat

tile. When you, as a parent ake a parent chose between

find out your child has been,hls child and a principle (no

un intended), the parent will
reported by someone to haVeghoose the crzild eveF;y time.

been in attendance at a party of The point is that schools

gathering where someone haozlittempt to fight teenage drink-

and even ridiculous policiesthe employer's fault fo aICOhOII’ youtimme,;di?r':ely feel a3 but end up destroying the
with fairly good humor. hiring someone who either “borrow” it from their cor;pu stlont ocire eh'lde V:’ag,?nsresolve of the very group that's
On my last airline trip | was broke the law! parents’ stash or get someon@M¢ Protect your child. 1SNt a .. qot influential in combat-

pulled out of line at the airport Do you realize that after you old enough to buy it for them. persog innocent until PrOVEN; 4 teenage drinking. Parents,
eight times down and back. lhave given a clerk a bad time Clerks breaking the law is aQuilty? This is where the divid- =" - 0 anyone else, have
was sure my travel companionsver an ID check you may pos-very small part of the overall g COMES In. the greatest impact on the
had paid off the airline check-sibly have caused her to be lesproblem. If we are serious about 1h€ parents of all the athletes, .. = ™ " Liqren parents
ers. Tumns out | just fit the pro-vigilant on the next sale tono alcohol for teenagers, how€€l @ need to fight for their (. " 10" Hodels to their

file of a terrorist. My oversized someone who looks old about a law for minors: “You own children and their chil-
duffle bagdmade tf&err]n nervou(Sj;mough, but might be a 20-lose your driver's license until dren’s friends and acquaintanc-
| remained in good humor andyear-old who looks 30. ou are 25 if you get caught . . es. If we can't get all the par-
complied with no regrets. We No one in the retail business)l;uying or attem%tinggto buy,gor Klds. drink because ents on the sam% page, hov?/ can
all have because we recognize iénjoys being verbally beaten uppossessing alcohol!” The poten- 1t appears we possibly think we can stop
must be done to ensure ouby irate customers. tial loss of a driver's license is a respectable for teenage drinking? Kids don't
safety. It appears we are all in |sn’t it strange that if a 20- huge incentive to not “try” to . drink because a foolish grocer

) . adults to drink—so grocery
this together. see if you can buy or consume clerk sold alcohol to them. Kids

Now compare the level of alcohol. why not them? drink because it appears
cooperation and compliance Herein lies a problem we, as a respectable for adults to
with what we see regarding Clerks have been society, face. We do not believe drinrl)<—so why not them?

teenage drinking. How many of instructed by state in personal responsibility. It sons’ or daughters’ right to We set an example for our
you have snapped at or training personnel always has to be someone else’'sompete. The parents of othekids every day. It's hard for
ridiculed a clerk who was faith- d thei 1 . fault. We couldn’t possibly team members are also upsahost adults to tell 18-year-olds
fully trying to implement the af} elr emp Oye}"S. blame underage youths for theitbecause their own child’s they’re not mature enough to
state liquor or cigarette laws? “No ID—no sale. own drinking habits and hold chances of success are now a@andle drinking, but they are
Why is it the same good humor them responsible—not whenrisk because part of their teammature enough to fight a war
and cooperation isn't forthcom- we can blame someone else. lis being banished. After all, for us. The only ones who can
ing with alcohol and cigarette year-old attempts to purchasenust be the persons responsibleost of those kids will never in make sense of that kind of logic
sales as it is with airline travel?alcohol with a forged ID there for providing the alcohol, their lives have another chanceare the parents. The only peo-
The clerks have been instructdis no risk to them. If the clerk whether legal or otherwise.to feel the thrill of victory or the ple who can talk to kids and set
ed by state training personneimakes the sale—$500 finelAfter all, the logic goes like agony of defeat on the athletican example every day of their
and their employers: “No ID— The minor suffers no penalty ifthis: if these folks hadn’t made field. lives until the kids are of age
no sale.” In this day and agecaught attempting to buy. this alcohol available, then The administration of the are parents. If the parents aren’t
who doesn’'t have ID on them Imagine if there was nothese misguided youths wouldschool becomes the enemy eveanited in the quest to control
when going to the store to buycrime in attempting to rob anever have been drinking. Whatthough its intent was to set suchieenage drinking, then the short
alcohol or cigs? What planet arestore; it's only a crime if you poppycock! a high standard that every kidanswer to the question “what
they from? Is it really that big succeed. In fact, in most The problem is all of us as aplaying on a team would not getcan we do about teenage drink-
of an imposition to have your instances where minors wereyroup, as a society, as parentswithin a mile of alcohol. ing” is—nothing!
license in your hand when youcaught with alcohol in their We cannot decide unanimously By trying to provide a zero
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What message do we send about alcohol?

By SCOTT KANE This brings me to 2005 andschool and public property andyou drive the local roads or arelivé changes only when a
DEPUTY SHERIFF, the perspective that | havehad a large turn-out of both kidsat the local store between about@gedy occurs. When someone
HANCOCK COUNTY, today on the issue of alcohol. and adults. People at the evens:30 and 6 p.m. Notice howWe care about dies or is badly
TOWN OF BLUE HILL | truly believe that most of were smiling, laughing and many people go into the storéhUrt, everybody asks, how

Having been asked to write the people we come in contacenjoying themselves. | wasand buy only one or two beerscould that happen? Where were
an article for Peninsula Areawith on a day-to-day basis areparked and sat back to watchMiaybe | am wrong on this, butthe cops when this was going
Team for Health, | had to take akind, thoughtful, caring people. the event when a vehicle pulledl am going to guess that the®n? Why didn’t someone do
few moments to stop and thinkMost of them are people youin beside me and the male driv-beer did not make it home in theSomething before, because the
about what would be appropri- might ask to baby-sit your owner got out, drinking from a can original container. | am going COPS all knew this was going
ate and what message | am tryson or daughter. This perspecef beer. He walked into the on? The community gets into an
ing to have the readers taketive is probably shared by mostevent to participate, still drink- Eproar fOff a V\f[h”e,dthﬁn OVi?f
away from the article. | by no of us, and this belief comesing the beer. No sooner had this . Ime we torget and life gets
means want my message tdrom the way our parents raisedoerson gone in when a second Do we have to dl:lnk back to “normal.”
offend anyone nor do | wish to us. This same group of peoplevehicle parked on the other side at every event in . .
make it seem as though | ammay have a different perspecof me and another male got out order to have fun? Change in attitude

preaching or judging anyone.tive than you when you stopand joined the activity, also | am not shirking my respon-
With this in mind, let me share and look at the picture from adrinking a beer. What message does sibility as a deputy sheriff and
with you the word “perspec- distance. After watching for about 15 that send to our will follow up on any complaint
tive,” give you mine on a few minutes, | had to leave due to children? or information that is brought to
issues and let you compare it toWWhat's your the number of people drinking my attention, but the cold, hard
yours. perspective? in public with kids running truth is that someone else knew
Take this example, for around everywhere. There wergo guess that the beer was drunkhat there was a problem before

at least two participants who on the ride home to ! did—so why didn’t they take
help “relax” after a care of it? Why didn’t that per-
day of hard work or SOn take time to talk to a child
just to enjoy for the @bout underage drinking and
ride because it is a Make it clear that it will not be
nice day, or what- accepted and there will be a
ever other reason Punishment if this rule is bro-

The most important  instance. hsevifal
. years ago, the she
thing I have learnec,l iff's department spon
from young people is sored a DARE Fui
that they learn the  Nightatthe YMCAin

most from what they Ellsworth. This even
was to celebrate wit

see being done by .5 oximately  15( the person uses to
people they love and area DARE graduate justify drinking and
respect. their commitment tc driving. The people The problem of

bought and drank L
the beer, then threw underage drinking

out the cans so as Will not be solved

be drug- and alcoho

| have been a deputy sherifffree. The student
and DARE officer for the Han- arrived by bus and . .
cock County Sheriff's Depart- Was asked by one « not to be caught without a change in
ment for almost 15 years. Thethe bus drivers if hi with them in the attitude from

last three years | have beercould speak to me. He L vehicle if stopped
assigned to my current positiontold me that while sitting in the /&' visibly intoxicated to the by law enforcement. By the everyone.

as contract deputy for the townparking lot of the school wait- POINt that they were staggering.looks of the sides of the road, |

, . - : i My perspective is that it is not think my perspective on this
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